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What is Clinical Microbiology?

1. Application of the scientific evidence generated in 
the Microbiology lab to patient care.

2. Live emergency care included.
3. Follow-up of initiated treatment.
4. Ongoing learning ,updating and evaluating process.



The Basic need

● Credibility
● Consistency
● Accuracy
● Speed

● State-of-the-art facility
● Adequate supplies



IN THE LABORATORY

● Insist on the right and good quality specimen
● Smear reports are important!
● Unusual or rare specimens/findings have to 

be supervised
● Think of all pathogens, not just what is 

ordered.



IN THE LABORATORY

● Reviewing of ALL results generated each day, both  
Pos. and Neg.

● Reduce the number of antibiotics reported
● Adding comments or treatment advice
● Issue result…….and make sure it is received and 

understood



Communication skills

1. Lab Information System(LIS)
2. Through a messenger
3. Direct verbal/Phone

Courteous, Credible and Clear.



Regular interaction

• Visit patient and confirm genuineness of infection – 
go through case sheet, temperature charts, 
medicine orders.

• Interact with clinician and decide on the best 
options for treatment.

• Be available on the phone to clear doubts



Antibiotic Stewardship

● Discuss Prophylactic antibiotics with 
surgeons

● Formulate antibiotic policies catering to 
different units

● Regular monitoring of case sheets and STOP 
suggestions

● Always discuss MDR strains with the Head of 
the Department.



Updates on your lab

●Conduct introductory sessions to new 
Residents and nurses

●Circulate newsletters on the kind of tests 
done and interesting results

●Put up standard methods for specimen 
collection on the intranet or paste notice in 
all wards
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